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Guard and the -main body of the army, took the road to>
Kalonga. Marshal Mortier and two divisions of the Young*
Guard stayed for twenty-four hours in the city to complete its
ruin by blowing up the Kremlin, with orders to bring up the-
rear. The army was followed by more than 40,000 vehicles,
which blocked the defiles. When this was remarked to the-
Emperor he said that each of them would save two wounded,
and would feed several men, while they would gradually be-
got rid of. This philanthropic system seems to me open to
objection ; for the need of lightening the march of an army
in retreat appears to take precedence of all other considera-
tions.

While the French were at Moscow, King Murat and his-
cavalry had been occupying part of the province of Kalouga,
but had not taken the town of that name, the neighbourhood
of which is very fertile. The Emperor, wishing to avoid
passing the battlefield of the Moskwa, and taking the-
Mojaisk road, the resources of which the army had already
exhausted, took the line of Kalouga. Prom this he hoped to*
reach Smolensk through a fertile and unexhausted district.
But, after several days' march, our troops, which since Murat
had rejoined them, amounted still to over 100,000 men, found
themselves in presence of the Russian army, occupying the-
little town of Malo-Jaroslavitz. The enemy's position was-
exceedingly strong, but the Emperor none the less ordered
Eug&ne to attack it with the Italian corps and the divisions
of Morand and Gerard. Nothing could stay the dash of our-
troops, and they took the town after a long and murderous
engagement, which cost us 4,000 men killed and wounded.
General Delzons, a most deserving officer, was among the-
killed. Next day, October 24, the Emperor, astounded by
the brisk resistance by which he had been met, and knowing
that the whole Eussian army blocked his road, halted his
troops, and spent three days in considering what steps he
should take.

During a reconnoissance Napoleon was on the verge of"
being captured by the enemy.    It was a thick fog.   Suddenly
the shouts of c Hourra ! bourra ! * were heard, and a number of*exander, to admit to the whole world that he had missedned the very opposite of what Kutusoff had shown                              I, |,
